HAIR.Y   BITTERCRESS, Cardamine hirsuta JL

271. Hairy Bittercress, Cardamine hirsuta L. (X i); a rather
dark green annual, on moist or shady banks, and in waste and
cultivated places throughout temperate regions, usually about
6 in. but some-
tfnies nearly a foot
l!igh, glabrous (in
spite of the specific
name) or very
slightly hairy;
lower leaves form-
ing a loose rosette,
pinnate, with a
few rounded
stalked lateral leaf-
lets and a broader
rounded or kid-
ney-shaped end
leaflet; a few stem
leaves with rather
narrower and
mailer leaflets;
fwpwers very small,
white, few, in ter-
minal racemes,
soon developing
into fruit (A, i);
petals about twice
as long as the
sepals; stamens
often only 4;
ovary linear, with
a sessile stigma;
fruits (B, X 2) on
slender stalks up to i in. long and remaining erect, usually
about 1 in. long, the valves not keeled; seeds brown, compressed,
almost square in outline, smooth (family Cruciferae).

This species has a very unsuitable specific name, for it is only
slightly hairy and certainly not hirsute, which means covered with
hair. When botanists were free to choose what they considered
^tet be the most suitable name, this one would have been objected
ttBJ especially by R. A* Salisbury, who gained notoriety in this
practice early last century.
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